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The scientific record demands precision, particularly in oncology research where environmental factors intersect 

with molecular pathology. A recent correction addresses an administrative oversight in a paper detailing the role 

of the chemokine CXCL13 in lung cancers associated with polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) pollution. 

This clarification ensures accurate attribution and institutional affiliation for the authors involved.1

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

º The Pivot: A formal correction was issued for a paper on CXCL13 in lung cancers linked to PAH pollution.

º The Data: The correction specifically addresses author affiliations and institutional details.

º The Action: Clinicians and researchers should note the updated author information for the original 

publication.

The original research, which examined the chemokine CXCL13 in lung cancers, focused on populations exposed 

to environmental polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) pollution. This area of investigation holds considerable 

importance for understanding the molecular mechanisms driving lung carcinogenesis in environmentally vulnerable 

communities. The initial publication aimed to elucidate how CXCL13, a specific chemokine, might contribute to the 

development or progression of lung cancers under such conditions.1

The paper, titled "The chemokine CXCL13 in lung cancers associated with environmental polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons pollution," was published in eLife.1 It explored the biological role of CXCL13, a small cytokine involved in 

immune cell migration, and its potential correlation with lung cancer incidence or characteristics in regions with elevated 

PAH levels. Understanding such correlations can inform risk assessment and potentially identify novel therapeutic 

targets, making accurate authorship and institutional representation essential for scientific integrity.1

The Nature of the Correction
The correction, published by Wang GZ, Cheng X, and Zhou B, specifically addresses author affiliations.1 It does not 

alter the scientific data, methods, or conclusions presented in the original article. Instead, it rectifies administrative details 

concerning where the authors were affiliated at the time of the research or publication. Such corrections are standard 

practice in scientific publishing to maintain transparency and ensure proper credit.1

For clinicians and researchers relying on this work, the core scientific message regarding CXCL13 and PAH-associated 

lung cancers remains unchanged. The correction primarily serves to update the institutional details associated with the 

contributing authors. This ensures that the academic record accurately reflects the institutional support and environment 

in which the research was conducted.1
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The original study likely involved complex molecular biology techniques, potentially including immunohistochemistry, 

gene expression analysis, and correlation studies between CXCL13 levels and various clinical or pathological parameters 

of lung cancer patients. The patient population would have been drawn from areas known for significant environmental 

PAH exposure, a critical demographic for this type of environmental health research. PAH exposure is a well-established 

risk factor for lung cancer, and identifying specific molecular mediators like CXCL13 offers avenues for deeper 

understanding.1

The chemokine CXCL13, also known as B-lymphocyte chemoattractant (BLC), plays a significant part in the 

development and organization of lymphoid tissues. It attracts B cells and a subset of T cells to specific locations. In 

the context of cancer, aberrant expression of chemokines and their receptors can influence tumor growth, metastasis, 

and the immune response within the tumor microenvironment. Therefore, investigating CXCL13 in environmentally 

induced cancers, such as those linked to PAH, could reveal important aspects of tumor immunology and progression.1

The original paper would have detailed the methods used to quantify CXCL13 expression, perhaps in tumor tissues, 

serum, or bronchoalveolar lavage fluid, and correlated these findings with patient demographics, smoking history, tumor 

stage, and prognosis. Such studies often involve large cohorts to establish statistically meaningful associations. The 

precision of these correlations is paramount for translating research into clinical insights, for example, in identifying 

biomarkers for early detection or therapeutic response.1

But the correction itself highlights the meticulous nature of scientific publishing, where even seemingly minor 

administrative details are subject to rigorous review and rectification. Maintaining an accurate record of author affiliations 

is essential for institutional accountability, funding acknowledgements, and for readers who may wish to contact authors 

for further information or collaboration. The integrity of the scientific process depends on these foundational elements 

being correct.1

The specific details of the original research, such as the exact cohort size, the types of lung cancer studied (e.g., 

adenocarcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma), and the specific PAH compounds investigated, are not altered by this 

correction. These substantive elements, which inform the clinical relevance of CXCL13 as a potential biomarker 

or therapeutic target, remain as initially reported. Clinicians interested in the molecular pathology of lung cancer, 

particularly those working in areas with high environmental pollution, might find the original paper's scientific content 

relevant for understanding disease mechanisms. For a comprehensive overview of oncology practice, the Oxford 

Handbook of Oncology (4th ed) provides a concise reference.

The correction notice itself is brief, indicating that the change is purely administrative. This implies that the peer-review 

process for the scientific content was robust, and the data interpretation stood up to scrutiny. The need for such a 

correction highlights the importance of careful submission procedures and the journal's commitment to accuracy, even 

post-publication.1

Implications for the Scientific Record
This type of correction reinforces the reliability of the published literature. While it does not introduce new scientific data, 

it ensures that the metadata associated with the research is precise. For systematic reviews and meta-analyses, accurate 

author and institutional information is essential for proper data extraction and synthesis. Misattributed affiliations could, 

in rare cases, lead to confusion regarding potential conflicts of interest or the geographical context of the research.1

Still, the primary takeaway for the clinical community is that the scientific conclusions regarding CXCL13 in 
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PAH-associated lung cancers remain valid as originally presented. The correction demonstrates the self-correcting nature 

of science and the rigorous standards maintained by reputable journals like eLife. It ensures that future citations and 

references to this work will link to the correct institutional homes of its contributors.1

CLINICAL IMPLICATIONS

The issuance of a correction, even for administrative details like author affiliations, highlights the meticulous 

standards expected in medical publishing. Clinicians relying on published research for insights into disease 

mechanisms or potential biomarkers need to trust the integrity of the scientific record.

While this particular correction does not alter the scientific findings on CXCL13 in PAH-associated lung 

cancers, it reinforces the principle that all aspects of a publication, from data to authorship, must be accurate. 

This commitment to precision is fundamental for evidence-based practice.

For specialists in oncology and environmental medicine, the original paper's scientific content regarding 

CXCL13's role in lung cancers linked to polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons remains relevant. The correction 

simply ensures that the institutional context of that research is correctly documented, which is vital for 

academic networking and understanding research provenance.

EDITORIAL & AI STANDARDS
AI tools are used solely to structure and summarise evidence from peer-reviewed primary sources. No AI-generated conclusions appear in The 
Life Science Feed without editor verification against the primary source.
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