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FDA Approves Skinvive for Facial Wrinkles,
Including 'Tech Neck' Lines
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The management of facial rhytides, including dynamic and static lines, presents a common aesthetic concern
for patients. The recent FDA approval of Skinvive by Allergan Aesthetics, a hyaluronic acid gel, offers anew
injectable option for improving skin smoothness and reducing the appearance of fine lines and wrinkles across
the face, including the neck.

The Pivot: Skinvive offers a new injectable hyaluronic acid formulation specifically indicated for improving
skin smoothness and reducing facial and neck wrinkles.

The Data: Clinical trials demonstrated a statistically significant improvement in skin smoothness and

hydration, with effects lasting up to 6 months.

The Action: Clinicians should consider Skinvive as an option for patients seeking to address facial and
neck rhytides, particularly those desiring improved skin hydration and texture.

Facial and neck rhytides, often exacerbated by repetitive movements and environmental factors, represent a prevalent
dermatological concern. Traditional approaches include topical retinoids, chemical peels, laser resurfacing, and other
injectable agents. The demand for minimally invasive treatments that improve skin quality and reduce the visibility of
these lines continues to drive innovation in aesthetic medicine.

The Clinical Development of Skinvive
Skinvive, developed by Allergan Aesthetics, isalow-viscosity, injectable hyaluronic acid gel. Itsformulation is designed

to integrate into the skin to improve hydration and smoothness. The product received FDA approval based on datafrom
several clinical trials evaluating its safety and efficacy in adult subjects. These trials assessed the product's ability to
improve skin smoothness, hydration, and the overall appearance of fine lines and wrinkles across various facia aress,
including the perioral region, cheeks, and neck.

Clinical studies demonstrated that Skinvive improved skin smoothness in treated areas. The primary endpoint in pivotal
trials was typically a statistically significant improvement in the validated 5-point Wrinkle Severity Scale (WSS) or a
similar objective measure of skin texture and hydration, as assessed by both investigators and patients. The duration of
effect was observed to be up to 6 months following a single treatment session. Adverse events reported were generally
mild and transient, consistent with other hyaluronic acid injectable products, including injection site reactions such as
erythema, edema, pain, and bruising. These reactions typically resolved within 7 days. No serious treatment-related
adverse events were reported in the pivotal studies.
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The specific indication for 'tech neck' lines, which are horizontal lines on the neck often associated with prolonged
downward gaze at electronic devices, highlights the product's utility in addressing a modern aesthetic concern. The
approval broadens the avail able therapeutic options for clinicians treating a range of facial and neck rhytides, offering a
non-surgical approach to improve skin quality and texture.

M echanism of Action and Formulation
Hyaluronic acid (HA) isanaturally occurring glycosaminoglycan in the extracellular matrix of dermal tissue. It playsa

crucial rolein maintaining skin hydration, elasticity, and volume dueto its remarkabl e water-binding capacity. Injectable
HA gels work by replenishing depleted HA in the dermis, thereby attracting and holding water. This process leads to
improved skin turgor, hydration, and a smoother surface appearance. Unlike traditional dermal fillersthat primarily aim
to restore volume and correct deep folds, Skinvive's low-viscosity formulation is specifically designed for intradermal
injection to enhance skin quality without significant volumetric augmentation. This characteristic allows for amore
diffuse integration within the superficial dermis, targeting fine lines and overall skin texture rather than profound
structural support. The cross-linking technology employed in Skinvive's manufacturing contributes to its stability and
resistance to enzymatic degradation, extending its residence timein the skin and thus the duration of its aesthetic effects.

Patient Population and Clinical Trial Design
Theclinical trials supporting Skinvive's approval enrolled adult subjects across arange of ages and skin types, reflecting

the diverse patient population seeking aesthetic improvements for facial and neck rhytides. Inclusion criteriatypically
required subjectsto present with mild to moderate fine lines and wrinkles, as assessed by standardized scales. Exclusion
criteriacommonly included a history of severe alergies, active skin infectionsin the treatment area, or previous adverse
reactions to hyaluronic acid products. The study designs were predominantly prospective, randomized, and controlled,
ofteninvolving asplit-face or split-neck comparison where one side received treatment and the other served asacontrol or
received acomparator. This methodology allowed for robust eval uation of treatment efficacy and safety within individual
subjects. Follow-up periods extended beyond the 6-month primary endpoint to monitor long-term safety and persistence
of effect, although the primary efficacy assessment focused on the initial 6-month period. Patient-reported outcomes,
including satisfaction with skin appearance and quality of life measures, were a so collected to provide acomprehensive
understanding of the treatment's impact from the patient's perspective.

Limitations and Future Directions
While Skinvive demonstrates efficacy and a favorable safety profile for improving skin smoothness and hydration,

certain limitationswarrant consideration. The observed duration of effect, whileclinically significant, necessitates repeat
treatments to maintain results. The trials primarily focused on mild to moderate rhytides; therefore, its efficacy in
severe cases may differ. Furthermore, the long-term effects beyond the 6-month to 1-year follow-up periods require
further investigation. As with all injectable procedures, individual responses can vary, and optimal outcomes depend
on appropriate patient selection and skilled administration by qualified practitioners. Future research could explore
combination therapies with other aesthetic modalities, investigate its utility in different anatomical regions, or evaluate
its efficacy in diverse ethnic populations to broaden its applicability. The emergence of 'tech neck' lines as a specific
indication underscores the evolving landscape of aesthetic concerns driven by modern lifestyles, highlighting the need
for continued innovation in targeted treatments.
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CLINICAL IMPLICATIONS
The FDA approval of Skinvive introduces another hyaluronic acid product into a crowded aesthetic market, but
with a specific emphasis on improving skin smoothness and hydration, rather than solely volumetric correction.
For clinicians, this means a new tool for patients seeking to address fine lines and skin texture, particularly
in areas like the neck where traditional fillers might not be the primary choice. The 6-month duration of effect
positions it as a maintenance treatment, requiring repeat injections to sustain results, which will factor into
patient counselling and treatment planning.

From an industry perspective, Allergan Aesthetics continues to expand its portfolio, leveraging the established
safety profile of hyaluronic acid. The marketing emphasis on ‘tech neck’ lines is a shrewd move, tapping into
a contemporary concern driven by digital device usage. This targeted messaging may differentiate Skinvive
from other hyaluronic acid skin boosters and traditional fillers, potentially capturing a segment of patients
specifically concerned with these types of rhytides.

Patients now have an additional option for improving skin quality and reducing the appearance of fine lines
without the downtime associated with more invasive procedures. However, it is imperative that patients
understand the temporary nature of the treatment and the need for repeat sessions. The cost-benefit analysis
for a 6-month improvement in skin smoothness will be a key consideration, and clinicians must manage
expectations regarding the degree of wrinkle reduction versus overall skin quality enhancement.
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