
RHEUMATOLOGY / ARTHRITIS RHEUMATOID

1 June 2026

The ORAL Surveillance JAK Inhibitor Controversy
Written by The Life Science Feed Editorial Team · Published 1 June 2026 · Edited by James Carter

K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

º JAK inhibitors offer comparable or superior efficacy to anti-TNF in RA with oral convenience

º ORAL Surveillance: tofacitinib showed significantly higher MACE and malignancies vs anti-TNF in 

high-CV-risk patients - but population was specifically selected, limiting generalisability

º Boxed warning applies class-wide; guidelines recommend biologics first in high CV, malignancy, or 

thrombosis risk patients

º Risk-stratified prescribing: younger patients without risk factors remain candidates for JAKi after csDMARD 

failure
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